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Summer forecast sparks concern 
Soaring temps may cause wildfires, water shortages 

 

USA Today, 19 May 2012 



Water is fundamental to the Goshutes’ beliefs, 
and they fear losing to Las Vegas’ thirst the 
sacred waters, around which their ceremonies 
revolve, that tumble down 11 streams from the 
Deep Creek mountain range. In the Goshute 
language, Steele says, water is referred to as a 
human being, a living entity. It is in the water that 
the spirits of their ancestors reside. If the water 
goes to Las Vegas’ fountains and man-made 
Venetian canals, the spirits will go there, too. 
 

City Weekly (Salt Lake City), 9 May 2012 



 “Do unto those downstream as you would have 
those upstream do unto you.” 

Wendell Berry 



 ” . . . the watershed is the first and last nation, 
whose boundaries, though subtly shifting, are 
unarguable . . . and the life that comes to flourish 
within it constitutes the first kind of community . 
…We can enjoy our humanity… and take 
ourselves as no more and no less than another 
being in the Big Watershed.” 
 

Gary Snyder, “The Practice of the Wild” 





“Mechanized man, having rebuilt the landscape, is now 
rebuilding the waters.  The sober citizen who would never 
submit his watch or his motor to amateur tamperings freely 
submits his lakes to drainings, fillings, dredgings, pollutions, 
stabilizations, mosquito control, algae control, swimmer’s 
itch control, and the planting of any fish able to swim.  So 
also with rivers.  We constrict them with levees and dams, 
and then flush them with dredgings, channelizations, and 
the floods and silt of bad farming.  ...Thus men too wise to 
tolerate hasty tinkerings with our political constitution 
accept without a qualm the most radical amendments to 
our biotic constitution.” 

 Aldo Leopold, “Lakes in Relation to Terrestrial Life Patterns” (1941) 



“Conservation, viewed in its 

entirety, is the slow and 

laborious unfolding of a new 

relationship between people 

and land.” 
 

Aldo Leopold, “Wisconsin Wildlife Chronology” (1940) 
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Erosion eats into our hills like a contagion, and floods bring down 
the loosened soil upon our valleys like a scourge.  Water, soil, 
animals, and plants—the very fabric of prosperity—react to 
destroy each other and us.  Science can and must unravel those 
reactions, and government must enforce the findings of science. 
 

Aldo Leopold, “Some Fundamentals of Conservation in the Southwest” (1923)  













“The land ethic simply 
enlarges the boundaries of 
the community to include 
soils, waters, plants, and 
animals, or collectively: 
the land.” 



“The extension of ethics to 
[the land] is, if I read the 
evidence correctly, an 
evolutionary possibility and 
an ecological necessity.” 



“Conservation is a state of 
health in the land.  The land 
consists of soil, water, plants, 
and animals, but health is 
more than a sufficiency of 
these components.  It is a 
state of vigorous self-renewal 
in each of them, and in all 
collectively.” 



“We abuse land because we 
regard it as a commodity 
belonging to us.  When we 
see land as a community to 
which we belong, we may 
begin to use it with love and 
respect.” 



 
“I have purposely presented 
the land ethic as a product 
of social evolution because 
nothing so important as an 
ethic is ever “written.”  …It 
evolve[s] in the minds of a 
thinking community….” 
 





“Of course we need wise legislation at the local, 
state, and national level to protect our rivers, along 
with the rest of our common wealth.  But what we 
need even more is a change in the mindset….  

 
The only sure protection is a citizenry that clearly 
recognizes and fiercely defends the common 
wealth as the prime source of our wellbeing, and 
as our legacy to future generations.” 
 

Scott  Russell Sanders, A Conservationist Manifesto (2009) 



“The proliferation of public agencies dealing with 
water has led to a disassociation of their policies, 
their procedures, and their outlook from the 
operational health of the hydrologic system.  
Everything one entity does affects many other 
entities, yet each entity operates as if it alone is the 
flower facing the sun.  There is no guiding belief, no 
ethos involving the natural world….  *Resource+ 
management is stressed by a plague of special 
interests, a disdain for equity, and as a result, the 
public is the continual loser.” 
 

Luna Leopold, “Ethos, Equity, and the Water resource” (1990) 



Luna Leopold 

“Water is the most critical resource issue 
of our lifetime and our children’s lifetime.  
The health of our waters is the principal 
measure of how we live on the land.” 




